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Case report
A 78-year-old woman attended the Birmingham and Midland Eye Centre with a diagnosis of pseudoexfoliative glaucoma in her right eye. Her right Snellen visual acuity was 6/9 and intraocular pressure (lOP) measured 32 mmHg. She had a grey-brown iris, a vertical cup:disc ratio of 0.5 and Humphrey 24-2 visual fields demonstrated a nasal scotoma. The left eye showed changes of pseudoexfoliation with normal acuity, lOP, optic disc and field. Topical B-blocker therapy was contraindicated as she had chronic bronchitis. Her lOP was inadequately controlled at 30 mmHg with When reviewed 4 months following treatment, she reported that her grand-daughter had asked her why she wore mascara on her affected eye, although she never wore any eye make-up. Examination revealed that she had darker-coloured eyelashes on her right eye, the eye treated with latanoprost (Figs. 1,2) , as compared with her left untreated eye which was normal. Her right visual acuity was 6/9 and her rop was adequately controlled at 15 mmHg. The eyelashes of her right eye have continued to darken over the past 12 months and she has not developed increased iris pigmentation.
Comment
An increase in pigmentation of the iris has been described in patients on topical latanoprost and appears during the first 6 months of treatment. We wish to bring this observation to the notice of ophthalmologists prescribing latanoprost 0.005%, so that patients undergoing treatment may be informed of this side effect.
